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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

SUBJECT: Trip.Report ()

1. (S/NF) My trip across South America from 15 February to 3 March 1984 produced
no great surprises; hcwever, it brought into better focus conditioqs in the cogn?raes
1 visited and enabled me to pinpoint concerns expressed by the military 1ea§ers§1p.
One of my main reasons for visiting South America was to discyss the situvation in
Bolivia which I covered in my message to you on 26 February.

2. (S/NF) 1 will attempt to highlight concerns expressed to me in some Gegree of
priority. Almost without exception the various military estab!1shments be]1eye thet .
the US may be focusing too much attention on current problems in Central A?erlcg.wwth
1ittle or no understanding that conditions further south could lead to sericus dis-
turbznces over the next five-ten years. Economic &nd political conditions in §011v1a,
Feru, Ecuzdor, Colombia and Vernezuela border on a Giszstzr &nd ere iq §eyera! 1n§?an:es
compounted by internal corruption at rany tevels. On cre tend ithe military i€ eliets

> -

ing to czvelop the mechenics for combeting insurgency &nc cn ihe Giher hené Tew Li3i-
v ¥ > —_—s S~ eme, Lo e=T
tive stzps hzve been izlen to stop or curb ihe corruption. My meelinss n:rz.pf§.~=1]y
with Colonels and Generals who were eiiher trained in this couniry or hzve-visiied |
C-

VAL here. At the majority of the stops, it wes o?yious thgt our Ti!itary Eraj?iﬁg or
i gram is not rzaching a sufficient number of middle grade (captzin to 1.euLc§?nt
coicnel) officers and that the majority of these oificers have no uncereilsncing of
our cociety or how we do our business. At the very lezst it leeds to 2 Deiler unisr- ;
siznéing of the Europzan model and a 1 int in thi suniry. It cerizinly !
iiminist tacts and influence, 25X1
25X1

L
£

M

My contacts with the US military groups revealed that our training progrems 1in anema
are effective for the mechanics only within the MOS specialty but not particulerily
helpful in the development of nation-tc-nation relationships. We come off very gaor]y
when compared with military schooling offered by the USSR, Cuba end other conmunist

nztions.

3. (S/NF) 1 wes 21so struck by the effectiveness, especially in Peru, Ecua?:r end
Venezuela, of Cuban disinformation concerning the destruction or deterioration

of the armed forces in E1 Salvador. Much of this was tracked to General horieca
of Panama and 1 did my best to set the record straight.|

DIA]

25X1

cohesive economic and political program and will not depend solely on the military.
I1f we are not successful in Ceniral America, .\therg is the 25X1
very strong likelihood of a chain reaction to the South. The Colombizns, in :
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bl k Costa Rica or Panama
icular. believe that Cuba could not afford to attac t c
gzgzliz gf: (1) 'stfong reaction from the Socialist In}e;natlona},]izdtﬁi; gie |
: N :
itment for defense of the Canal. -If Ceniral America ey see
ngzéﬁigozzithe next likely target. Ecuador be11gves it c9u1d go comnunist with
out a shot being fired if the leit assumes power in Colombia and Peru.

25X1
. . - gt ybsversive movenent
5. (S/NF) The alarming orowih of rercotics involvenent vith t?e S;J\;rél;—’}n i
- . - N [ T - Y & 8 X
wes brought to my attention at every sicp except °:f‘11' ihe Eiitwigh ﬂro::cgrs
‘n di 13 involvement of the particular count th procuce
in direct proporiion to the involveme F ] " ~hia was
&nd procesgorg For example, in 1S83 the 1ar995t1nggg‘éég)9r9$gh]?Sc?lgigiz1\ for
- = * e - : o S $10 0 wn cvelizl ;
estimated to have received 10 billion pesos (U s s Such inieraction is

B S aont 10 oS e Taberu ang EE{TB?; ::egzrzg::S;%ion of the ermed iorces,
ic t in P g oliv '
a1so evident to some extent in reru an . | ' et
whose members are poorly paid, is a mena§1ng turndozozvz?gi%onT:: ;;Zhogtop s
intensified if we & thi saw goo P
be intensified if we are to stop ihis. go _ t e
I however, present efiorts will not suiiice. oEX

6. (C) My visit to Peru confirmed that the gountr¥ is ??t.yef a icysetrzciillégi:n
Rowever, the degree of dependence on the §ov1et Union w.;@1? ;?e rTyd§n increasE;g
is increasing, while our influence is wening, and the Soviets are s&n ing inc
numbers of Peruvians to the USSR for treining courses 1as?1ng up to seven {?ars.
while the senior military leadership remains strongly anticormunist, a gr?§1:gir:lu-
number of mid-level personnel will have been exPosgd to heavy dos?s of SO\TE OA.
ence and none of our own. The USSR is also beginning to apply heavy pregsu;e Mt
the Bolivians to buy Soviet equipment -- pressure Bolivia mey be increasingly uheeis
to resist.
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7. (S/NF) In Brazil_the armed forces are apprehensive over the issue of elections

and vwhat effect this would have upon transfer to civilian rule. The military

- leadership is uneasy over the proliferation-of-candidates, criticism of the -
administration and President, and of the ultimate stability of the covernment.

Paraquay is understandably concerned by these developments in their larger l
neighbor especially considering the age of President Stroessner whose own rule

could be coming to an end. The Paraguayans are also upset at the turn of events |
in Argentina where return to civilian rule has deprived them of sponsorship proviced

by the previous military government. Furthermore, Paraguay's lack of an eifective
intelligence network causes reaction to almost every event, hcwever insicniticent

jt may be. Other nations on my trip are also walching developments in Brezil enrd
Argentina for evidence that democracy can truly tzke hold. Such near term events

will unfold along their own course and can only be watched, not effected by the

US military. DIA
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